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2003 Safety Report

In 39 responding countries

82 people were killed skydiving
6,335,624 skydives were made by
402,513 jumpers

1 Fatality per
/7,263 jJumps
4,909 jumpers




82 Fatalities

14 Students (17%) 0-25 Freefalls
28 Intermed.(34%) 26-250 Freefalls
40 Experts (49%) 251 + Freefalls

Total 82

Cutaway/No or low reserve 16
No pull/low pull on main 11
Others 55

Total 82




‘Other’ Fatalities (55)

Landing Errors 15
Fast Canopies 11
Freefall Collision

Equipment problems

Tandem Fatalities

Canopy Collision

Turn from 800m to ground

Main/Reserve downplane

Heart attack

Jumpers striking aircraft in air

Jumper unconscious, landed on hard surface
Canopy deflated close to ground

Reserve malfunction

Jumper’s feet entangled in lines

Possible suicide

Suspected murder

Causes not reported

Total 55
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Fatalities — Largest Groups

1 18% (15) Landing Errors

2 13% (11) Fast canopies
13% (11) Cut-away & low reserve pull
13% (11) No or low pull on main

3 6% (5) Freefall collision
6% (5) Cut-away and no reserve pull




Some Significant Figures

79% of 65 fatalities (17 were discounted for this statistic) occurred
with the parachutist having at least one good parachute on his/her
back

39% of 82 fatalities occurred after the successful deployment of
the main parachute

20% of fatalities (16) might have been avoided by AAD use

77% of fatalities (63) appear to have been caused by human error

2 of the 82 Fatalities were First Jump Students (1 Solo and 1
Tandem Passenger)




Some Continuing Trends

Increased use of AAD
Round Main Canopies being used less
Big movement towards Tandem jumping.

DISTRIBUTION OF REPORTS

This report, along with 2003 AAD Report, and Power Point
presentations for both reports, has been sent by e-mail to all

respondents and to all other countries for which we have e-mail
addresses.

CDs with the reports and presentations are available to IPC
delegates and to those who request copies. delegates.




Blue Skies — or Grey Concrete!!!

Thanks to Rix at Skydive Zimbabwe for permission to use this photograph.




